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The reality of the problems oi evaluating and diagnosing
students with intellectual disability in special education
Institutes and programs from specialists, teachers,
and parents' perspectives in Jeddah

Abdulla Al-Omari & Dr. Mohammed Mushait

Abstract//

The current study aims to detect the problems of evaluating and
diagnosing intellectual disabled students within special education
institutes and programmes from specialists, teachers, and parents’
perspectives in Jeddah. They based their assessment on variables such as
gender and teaching experience, using the descriptive quantitative survey
methodology. The researcher developed the questionnaire as a primary
instrument for collecting data and administered it to a sample of (77)
teachers and specialists of institutes and special education programs, along
with (86) parents in Jeddah. Results showed that the level of intellectual
disability assessment problems regarding (educational environment,
educational programmes and curricula provided, methods of evaluation
and diagnosis, features of special education cadres) of intellectual
disability came at an intermediate level from teachers and specialists
perspectives, and that the level of problems of assessment of persons with
intellectual disabilities regarding (supporting diagnostic means, and the
importance of assessment and diagnosis) came at a moderate level, while
they were high in (supporting techniques, and assessment and diagnostic
methods), from parents’ perspectives. The results also showed that there
were no statistically significant differences between the average responses
of members of the study sample of teachers and specialists of Jeddah's
special education institutes and programmes on the overall degree of
problems of assessment of gender variables by persons with intellectual
disabilities and experience in teaching. Similarly, there were no
statistically significant differences between the average responses of
members of the study sample of students' parents at special education
institutes and programmes on the overall degree of problems of
assessment of persons with intellectual disabilities, which were attributed
to the gender variable.

Keywords: Assessment and diagnosis, people with intellectual disabilities,

special education institutes and programs, specialists.
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