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Customs and traditions associated with death in the Nubian community on Elephantine
Island: a cultural anthropological study
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Summary

The aim of the current study was to shed light on the ceremonies and rituals related to death
in the Nubian community (on Elephantine Island), which indicated the diversity of aspects
of social life in Nubia, in addition to determining the extent of women’s participation in
those rites and ceremonies. To achieve this purpose, many interviews were conducted with
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the residents of the Nubian community to monitor those practices, rituals and behaviors. The
study relied on the worldview approach to explain the Nubian community's view of rituals
and practices related to death and their purpose. The study reached several results, the most
important of which are: (1) Nubian society is rich in many practices and rituals related to
death, the majority of which are general in nature. Islamic law. (2) Women are prohibited
from participating in some rituals such as funeral and burial rituals. (3) Many restrictions are
imposed on women during the mourning period, such as staying at home. (4) There is no
difference in the ritual ceremonies related to death depending on the age, gender, and social
status of the deceased. Except for some minor matters that vary with age, and we can
address them through several axes, which are: the rituals accompanying the death process,
burial ceremonies, mourning ceremonies, the way the family of the deceased receives
mourners, the behaviors of the family of the deceased and those around him after death, the
changes that Death customs have been affected by visions and beliefs associated with death.

Keywords: Death customs, Elephantine Island, Nubia.
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