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The vision of the photojournalist in the Egyptian press of the
reality of the professional practice of his work and the extent

of its reflection on his professional performance: A study of the
problems of practicing photojournalism in Egypt between reality and hope

Abstract:

Given the importance of visual content in today's journalism, it is increasingly
important to approach the profession of photojournalism and its various practices,
and to monitor and analyze the features of the actual reality of this specialty,
focusing on the communicator as the actual producer of this content; because
monitoring reality and analyzing its conditions allows for anticipating the future of
the profession in Egyptian journalism. Therefore, this study seeks to monitor the
vision of the communicator - the photojournalist - in the photojournalism
departments in Egyptian press institutions of the problems of professional practice
of work in photojournalism by revealing the various factors and variables that
affect the reality of the professional practice of his work and the extent of their
reflection on his professional performance, and determining ways to solve these
problems to achieve what is hoped for. It is a quantitative and qualitative analytical
study conducted on a sample of photojournalists, heads of photojournalism
departments and their deputies in Egyptian national, partisan and private newspapers.

The study concluded that the pessimistic scenario is superior regarding the future
of photojournalism; There are several challenges and obstacles that prevent a near
improvement in the internal conditions of Egyptian press institutions and in the
climate of journalistic and media work in general. The future of the professional
photojournalist is also dependent on the development towards the model of a multi-
skilled journalist. Photojournalism departments have strength in their internal
environment, with the source of this strength varying between different factors
such as the work management style, while this strength decreases in other factors
such as editorial policy, evaluation criteria, wages, work tools and training. The
results of the analysis of the external work environment also showed that political
and legal factors, as well as economic, technical and social factors, constitute a
number of problems facing photojournalism departments, but they carry within
them opportunities that can be used to identify and draw alternative strategies that
can be relied upon in the future.

Keywords: Photojournalist, issues of professional practice, communicator,
qualitative analysis, photojournalism.
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