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The effectiveness of employing virtual educational classrooms
in developing digital press skills for educational media
students semi : experimental study

Abstract:

The current research aims to develop an educational program in a virtual classroom
to develop digital journalism skills among educational media students. The
research sample consisted of (50) fourth-year students in the Educational Media
Department. The researchers prepared data collection tools represented by a
questionnaire to determine the list of educational digital journalism skills that need
to be developed among educational media students, and a questionnaire to
determine the criteria for developing an educational program in a virtual classroom
to develop digital journalism skills among educational media students. The
researchers also prepared measurement tools represented by an achievement test to
measure the cognitive aspects of digital journalism skills, and an observation card
for the performance aspects of digital journalism skills. The researchers followed
the descriptive approach to prepare the theoretical framework for the research and
prepare the research tools, and the experimental approach to verify the
effectiveness of an educational program in a virtual classroom to develop digital
journalism skills among educational media students. The researcher followed the
model of Muhammad Khamis (2007) for educational design and development to
develop the proposed educational program. The researchers also followed the
experimental design with a single group. By statistically analyzing the data, the
researchers reached the effectiveness of the proposed educational program to
develop digital journalism skills among the research sample. The results concluded
that there is a statistically significant difference between the average scores of the
students in the research sample in the two applications. Pre- and post-tests for both
the cognitive and performance aspects of digital journalism skills, in favor of post-tests.

Keywords:
Virtual classroom, digital journalism skills, educational media students.
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