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The Employment of Data Journalism by News organizations:
A Second-Level Analytical Study of the Agenda of Interests and
Research Trends in Data Journalism Studies

Abstract:

Data journalism has become a vital and integral component of journalistic work in
the context of the significant flow of information and the availability of big data
sources. Consequently, media institutions have increasingly relied on data
journalism to present stories supported by numbers and statistics, enhancing
credibility and transparency, it is expected that data journalism will evolve in the
future with the rapid advancements in artificial intelligence technologies and tools.
Data journalism is likely to undergo significant transformations in the way data is
collected, analyzed, and presented. Technologies such as machine learning and
natural language processing will enable the analysis of vast amounts of data more
quickly and accurately. Additionally, generative Al technologies can assist in
creating data-driven content, enhancing the speed of news report production and
expanding the scope of journalistic coverage.

The study focused on monitoring, analyzing, and evaluating the research trends
addressed in data journalism studies by tracking studies conducted between 2010
and 2024. The aim was to uncover the research agenda, the main and subsidiary
research issues addressed, the theoretical and methodological frameworks adopted,
and the key findings of these studies.

The study belongs to second-level analysis studies, one of the most important
research methods used to analyze studies, research, and literature in any field of
human knowledge. A total of 126 studies were analyzed, including 94 foreign
studies and 32 Arab studies. The study employed qualitative analysis along with
limited quantitative analysis to derive results that enabled the monitoring of the
findings of these studies, a comparison between foreign and Arab schools of
thought, and the identification of research topics and issues related to data
journalism that were not focused on in studies and research belonging to the Arab
school. Additionally, the study provided a critical perspective on data journalism
studies in terms of topics, research fields, methodological frameworks, and the
results achieved. Finally, recommendations were offered to guide future research
efforts.

Keywords: Data Journalism, Data Driven Journalism, Data journalists,
Infographic, Secondary analysis.
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