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Summary
The principle of universal jurisdiction represents a critical framework in

international law, allowing states to prosecute individuals for serious crimes, such
as war crimes and crimes against humanity, regardless of where these crimes
were committed. This concept, which has evolved over centuries, highlights the
global community's shared responsibility in ensuring that those who commit
egregious offenses do not escape justice simply by crossing borders. While the
legal foundations for universal jurisdiction have been significantly reinforced
through international treaties and conventions, such as the Geneva Conventions
and the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, the practical
application of this principle faces numerous obstacles.

These challenges are not only legal but also political and financial.
Legally, issues arise when national laws conflict with international norms,
complicating enforcement efforts. Politically, state sovereignty often clashes with
international mandates, leading to resistance in cooperating with international
legal mechanisms. Financially, the lack of sufficient resources in international
institutions further hampers the ability to pursue justice on a global scale. This
research delves into the various forms of universal jurisdiction, its historical
development, and the obstacles it faces in achieving effective implementation in
today’s interconnected world.
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