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Context and the Recipient in Modern
Linguistics: Surah Al-Mutaffifin as a Model

Ahlam Mohammed Ali Al-Ziyadi

Department of Arabic Language and Literature,
Faculty of Humanities, King Khalid University, Abha,
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Email: . ¢syayyat. @kku.edu.sa

Abstract :

This research aims to study the diverse contexts of
Surah Al-Mutaffifin, both at the level of internal linguistic
context, which includes the linguistic markers within the
surah that help in understanding its meanings and
connotations, and the external context, which
encompasses the circumstances and  conditions
surrounding its revelation that assist in grasping its
objectives and messages directed at the recipients. This
purpose extends beyond the limits of words, time, and
place. The study also explores the comparison between
modern linguistic studies on context and traditional
studies that focused on the context of the Quran, as well
as the role of the recipient, which was overlooked in
modern linguistic studies for a period before its
Importance in understanding, analyzing, and interacting
with texts became evident. Thus, the research seeks to
highlight the different dimensions of context in the
Quranic surah, both internal and external, linking classical
and modern methodologies in its study and emphasizing
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the active role of the recipient in engaging with the
Quranic text. To achieve these objectives, the research
employs the descriptive-analytical method to understand
meaning through various contexts and to illustrate the
Importance of context in determining interpretations. This
method describes the phenomenon as it is and analyzes it
to reach objective and measurable conclusions. A major
challenge faced in this study was the separation of text
from context, as context is broader than the text itself; it
serves as a general framework in which the text is
structured with its units and elements. Context consists of
several components, the most significant of which is the
recipient. Additionally, this study is distinctive in its
approach to understanding the Quranic text through the
lens of modern linguistic studies and in reinterpreting
classical heritage texts in light of these theories. The
study concludes with several key findings, the most
significant of which is that understanding textual context
relies on analyzing related contexts that assist in
interpreting its intent and unraveling its meanings.
Among the study’s primary recommendations is the need
to approach the Quranic context with a perspective that
transcends the limitations imposed by modern linguistics,
which often restricts context to only two dimensions. The
Quranic text can only be fully understood through multiple
relational contexts, which set it apart from other texts.

Keywords: Context - Recipient — Modern
Linguistics — Surah Al-Mutaffifin.
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