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Awareness of Cybercrime Among Social Media Users and Its Relationship
with Cultural Identity Among Port Said University Students

Abstract

This study aimed to explore the relationship between cybercrime
awareness and cultural identity among students at Port Said University,
focusing on social media users. The sample consisted of 732(128 male & 604
female) students from various faculties of Port Said University, which include
theoretical and practical faculties. The study utilized a questionnaire
comprising 35 items distributed across five dimensions of cybercrime
awareness: awareness of crime types, awareness of its impacts, awareness of
reporting mechanisms and support, awareness of legal and ethical aspects, and
awareness of preventive measures. Cultural identity was also assessed through
five dimensions: awareness of cultural heritage, cultural practices and
behaviors, cultural belonging and affiliation, cultural values and norms, and
cultural adaptation and integration.

The findings indicated no statistically significant differences between
students from scientific and humanities disciplines in their cybercrime
awareness and cultural identity levels, as all t-values were non-significant.
Regarding the ranking of cybercrime awareness dimensions, awareness of
cybercrime impacts was the most significant among the participants, followed
by awareness of legal and ethical aspects, and awareness of preventive
measures, while awareness of reporting mechanisms and support was ranked
the lowest. In terms of cultural identity dimensions, cultural values, and norms
were ranked the most important, followed by an awareness of cultural heritage
and cultural belonging and affiliation, whereas cultural practices and behaviors
ranked the lowest.

These findings suggest that university students exhibit relatively
balanced awareness across different aspects of cybercrime and maintain a well-
rounded cultural identity, with no evident influence from their academic
discipline. The study recommends implementing awareness programs to
enhance reporting mechanisms for cybercrimes and to support cultural identity
amidst the rapid digital transformation.

Keywords: Cybercrime awareness, social media, cultural identity, university
students, cultural affiliation, and cultural behaviors.
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