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Space metaphor in young adult novels (Shaheen novel) as a model

Abstract:

This research attempts to study space-based metaphors as a container for events in
Shamma Shaheen Al-Kuwari's novel, "Shaheen,” a novel belonging to youth
literature. This creative work is aimed at the distinguished group of young people, a
category distinct from children and adults, and falls in a middle ground between
children's literature and adult literature. The research is particularly concerned with
the underlying perceptions upon which the conceptual metaphors related to space in
the novel are built, and the character's mental activity that contributed to the
formation of these metaphors and their transformations between the two spaces
around which the narration in the novel revolves. The research relies on cognitive
concepts to uncover the mechanisms of space metaphors in the youth novel.
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The research begins with an overview of "Shahine's Novel" and the space carried by
its narrative world, followed by the mental activity of its main character (Shahine)
and its connection to the borrowed narrative space, through the character's thoughts,
inner emotions, and actions that demonstrate this, as well as the mental schemes that
express it. The research then addresses (cognitive metaphor), governed by the
character's way of thinking and the course of events in the novel, through some
statistical tables that led to the central metaphor upon which the work was built,
according to the concept proposed by George Lakoff and Mark Johnson. The
research ultimately concluded that the space metaphor in "Shahine's Novel™ aimed to
create a parallel world to reality in which what we are unable to achieve can be
realized.

Keywords: Cognitive Metaphor - Space - Young Adult Novel - Shahin's Novel -
Shamma Shahin Al-Kuwari
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