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The Narrators About Whom Abu Dawood Said: "I Do Not
Know Him" or Similar Expressions in Al-Ajurry's Questions
Dr. Mohammed bin Bander bin Abdullah Al-Ragas
Associate Professor of Hadith

Department of Islamic Studies, College of Sharia and Law
University of Hail

Abstract in English:
This research investigates and analyzes the narrators about whom
Imam Abu Dawood al-Sijistani said, "I do not know him," or similar
expressions, based on his responses recorded in al-Ajurry's
"Questions." The total number of such narrators reached seventeen.
The study focused on clarifying the intent behind Abu Dawood's use
of this phrase: whether it indicated ignorance of the narrator’s
identity or status. It also compared his evaluations with those of
other hadith critics. It became evident that the phrase "I do not know
him" does not constitute a formal judgment of criticism or praise but
rather reflects the critic's personal lack of information about the
narrator, showcasing the scholars' integrity in evaluating narrators
only based on verified knowledge.
Furthermore, the study found that most narrators whom Abu
Dawood described this way were considered unknown or weak by
other scholars. Minor disagreements arose concerning a few
narrators, but the majority of assessments leaned toward weakening
or declaring them unknown.
The research recommends the systematic study of the terminology
used by hadith critics, linking it to their methodologies in jarh and
ta'dil (narrator evaluation), and the development of an analytical
dictionary for hadith evaluation terms, considering their historical
and practical contexts.
Keywords (in English): Abu Dawood al-Sijistani, Al-Ajurry's
Questions, the term "I do not know him", Jarh and Ta'dil (criticism
and praise), unknown narrators.
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