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"Islam and the West: The Dialectic of Image and Conflict
Prepared by: Researcher Maryam bint Aziz Al-Harbi

Abstract

This research analyzes the stereotypical image that Western thought
has constructed about Islam and Muslims. It explores the historical
development of this image, beginning with early interactions between
Islam and Christianity, and tracing its evolution through the Crusades,
colonialism, Orientalist discourse, and modern Western media.
The study highlights the duality in Western attitudes toward Islam—
between a minority of fair-minded scholars and a dominant hostile
perspective rooted in religious and political motivations.

The research also addresses Muslim responses to Western civilization,
categorizing them into three main stances: total rejection, complete
submission, and a balanced, moderate approach grounded in Islamic
principles.

The core focus of the study lies in critically examining two influential
Western theories:

. Samuel Huntington's "Clash of Civilizations", which portrays
Islam as an inherent civilizational threat.

« Francis Fukuyama's "End of History”, which claims that
Western liberal democracy represents the final form of human
government and the endpoint of ideological evolution.

Employing an analytical and critical methodology, the study draws upon
original texts from Western thinkers and authentic Islamic sources. It
concludes that the Western perception of Islam remains deeply flawed
and ideologically driven, while Islam continues to offer a coherent and
enduring civilizational model rooted in divine guidance.

Keywords: Islam, Stereotype, The West, Clash of Civilizations, Mutual
Understanding.
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