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The position of the Companions of the Prophet, may Allah be
pleased with them, regarding the Isra'iliyat, the narratives, and the
interpretation of the ambiguous verses of the Quran.

Ahmed Salama Abu Al-Fotouh Saleh

Department of Interpretation and Quranic Sciences, Faculty of Usul
al-Din, Al-Azhar University, Mansoura, Egypt.

Email: Ahmedsaleh.el.8.82@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract: The companionship of the Prophet, peace be upon him,
holds a great status, and their interpretations have significance, and
their statements are accepted due to their strong faith and good
understanding, as they witnessed the revelation. They are also the
people of the language in which the Quran was revealed. If a meaning
was unclear to them, they would ask the Prophet, peace be upon him,
who would clarify it for them through his words or they would
understand its meaning from his actions. They would also exert their
opinions in deriving meanings from some verses. Therefore, | wanted
to shed light on their position regarding the Isra'iliyat, the narratives,
and the interpretation of the ambiguous verses of the Quran. |
gathered the topic from its various aspects and organized it into an
introduction, a preamble, three sections, and a conclusion, as follows:
The introduction: addressed the importance of the topic and the study
plan. In the preamble: the definition of a Companion. Those among
the Companions who are well-known for their interpretations. The
motivations for interpretation among the Companions. The first
section: the position of the Companions regarding the Isra'iliyat. The
second: their position regarding the narratives. The third: their
position regarding the interpretation of the ambiguous verses of the
Quran. The most important aim of this study was:

1) The companions, upon their return to the People of the Book,
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adhered to the correct methodology that the Prophet had outlined for
them. They did not inquire of those among them who had converted
about everything, nor did they believe them in all matters. Rather,
they asked about things that were merely clarifications of what was
summarized in a narrative. If they were presented with something,
they would scrutinize it; what aligned with our law they accepted, and
what contradicted it they rejected, while they refrained from
commenting on what was left unaddressed. Similarly, the companions
did not ask them about anything related to beliefs or rulings, nor did
they inquire about matters that seemed to be trivial in nature .

2) Their denial was particularly strong against the narrators whose
scientific foundation was weak; they reproached them verbally and
prohibited them from the mosques, and this was solely due to the
presence of some innovations in their gatherings. However, when
storytelling is understood in its general sense and adheres to its
guidelines, there is no justification for prohibiting it, and indeed, some
of them engaged in it.

3) The companions took various paths with those who followed
the ambiguous verses, due to the danger resulting from following the
ambiguous. They criticized them and clarified the ugliness of their
path, and at times the situation escalated to punishment. They also
encouraged belief in the ambiguous and refraining from discussing it.
Then they interpreted the ambiguous verses and reconciled them with
the verses that seemed to oppose them. However, it should be noted
that they spoke about the ambiguous verses that people differ in
understanding, while the ambiguous that only God has knowledge of
was not discussed by them, as they do not have the right to interpret it.

Keywords: Companions, Israiliyyat, storytellers, ambiguous
Quran.
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