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compared to their healthy peers
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Abstract:

The current study aimed to identify extent of neurocognitive
abilities and some pathological features™ contribution perceived quality
of life among children with myoclonic epilepsy (MTE) and their
parents. A descriptive-comparative correlational approach was used.
The study sample consisted of 32 children diagnosed with MTE (age
range 5-9 years, mean 6.84 + 1.45 years). The comparison sample
consisted of 32 healthy children (without epilepsy) (age range 5-10
years, mean 6.42 + 1.33 years). The Stanford-Binet Intelligence Battery
for Children — Fifth Edition (Abu EI-Nil et al., 2009) and the Quality of
Life Scale for Children (Arabicized and standardized by the primary
researcher in the current study) were used. The results highlight the
following: A significant positive relationship exists between both
working memory and cognition with the school aspect of quality of life
for children in health and illness. Children with epilepsy demonstrated
a significant use of nonverbal intelligence, which was positively
associated with all aspects of their quality of life. All aspects of quality
of life were significantly better than those of children without epilepsy.
Quality of life (as reported by children/parents) did not differ by
treatment type for the epileptic child. There were no differences in
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cognitive abilities, but performance on the working memory dimension
was better in children treated with drug monotherapy. There was no
significant effect of gender on neurocognitive performance. There was
also no significant interaction effect between gender and treatment type.
The results also showed that neurocognitive abilities combined
contributed to predicting quality of life in children with epilepsy, with
a contribution rate of 48%, while they contributed to predicting quality
of life (parent image) in the control sample by up to 50%.

Keywords: Neurocognitive abilities, Quality of life, early childhood,
Epilepsy, Antiepileptic Drugs

YA (aY+ Y0 sls)) © & oF gt Aukil (udill ale dlaa



