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Experimental applications of the branching and diffusion
Technique on Ceramic Surfaces ( Mocha)
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Experimental applications of the branching and diffusion

Technique on Ceramic Surfaces ( Mocha)
Summary :

Given the endless possibilities of experimentation in ceramics, the
variety of techniques and materials provides unlimited possibilities. Mocha,
whether slip or glaze, is a relatively new technique for treating ceramic
surfaces.

Developed and used in southwest England, the process creates
complex ridged patterns reminiscent of trees or ferns through the interaction
of acid and alkali. In this technique, a thick layer of slip or glaze, while still
in its liquid state, is applied to the hardened clay or pottery body saturated
with water.

A mixture of an acidic substance mixed with a refractory pigment or
colored metallic oxide is quickly applied. The clay liner or glaze must
contain a high percentage of polka dot clay to aid the diffusion process.

Fortunately, there are many materials that can be used as a carrier
medium for thermal dyes, whether oxides or stains, such as: tobacco
infusion, vinegar, Listerine, tea infusion, Dettol, espresso infusion, soy
sauce diluted with water, lemon juice, thinner, lemon salt, fenugreek
infusion, barley drink, soft drink, alcohol, Flash (cleaner), sauce diluted
with water, chlorine, pomegranate juice, etc.) to make various good
mixtures that suit most bodies.

Through the experiments she conducted, the researcher attempts to
clarify and simplify this technique so that ceramics students can benefit
from this simple, exciting, and quick technique to enrich ceramic surfaces.
This technique can be implemented with minimal resources, whether in
university colleges or at various pre-university educational levels.
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