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The study aims to develop a vision for the expected role of agricultural cooperatives in
serving their farmer members in Egypt, as a means of social solidarity economy. It also
aims to maximize their role in supporting small farmers, in line with the state's current
trends and the requirements for achieving this role. This is achieved by identifying the
importance and role of agricultural cooperatives in supporting and assisting small farmers,
the main reasons for the decline in the role of agricultural cooperatives in serving their
small farmer members, the constraints and obstacles they face, their future roles, and the
requirements for activating these roles in supporting small farmers beyond 2025.

The most significant obstacles and problems facing Egyptian agricultural cooperatives
were administrative, financial, marketing, legal, and legislative obstacles.

The paper also reviewed the most important international experiences and practices in
agricultural cooperatives, represented by the experience of Dutch agricultural cooperatives,
the experience of German agricultural cooperatives, the experience of agricultural
cooperatives in India, and Moroccan agricultural cooperatives. It concluded that there are
some lessons that can be used to advance Egyptian agricultural cooperatives. The paper
concluded that the most important roles expected for cooperatives in serving and
supporting small farmers are: the financing role; the marketing role; the insurance role,
which protects small farmers from risks; the support and empowerment of rural women;
their role in achieving agricultural sustainability; and their role in adopting modern
agricultural technologies.

The study concluded that the most important requirements for activating the role of
agricultural cooperative organizations are requirements related to clarifying the state's
position on cooperatives; legal and regulatory requirements; technological requirements;
financial and funding requirements; training and capacity building requirements;
requirements related to activating social services for agricultural cooperatives;
requirements related to good governance for cooperatives; requirements related to the need
for integration between agricultural cooperatives and other institutions; and marketing and
logistical requirements.

Agricultural cooperative organizations, Farmer support, Agricultural associations
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