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Professional Development Needs in Light of the Professional License
Standards for Learning Disability Teachers in Saudi Arabia

Abstract:

This study aimed to identify the Professional Development Needs in
Light of the Professional License Standards for Learning Disability Teachers
in Saudi Arabia. The research followed a descriptive-analytical approach,
utilizing a questionnaire as the primary data collection tool. The questionnaire

consisted of three standards (knowledge of the teaching methods specific to

learning disabilities, designing integrated learning programs for learning
disabilities, providing learning opportunities for students with learning

disabilities). The questionnaire was administered to a sample of 114 learning

disabilities teachers. The study revealed that the professional development
needs in Light of the Professional License Standards for Learning Disability
Teachers, were rated as high, with an overall average of 3.71 out of 5, as
reported by learning disabilities teachers in Jeddah. Based on the findings, the
study recommends the development of a flexible and sustainable professional
development plan aligned with the specialized professional standards in the
field of learning disabilities in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Furthermore, it
emphasizes the importance of identifying the actual needs of learning
disabilities teachers prior to the implementation of professional development
programs tailored to their requirements.

Keywords: professional development, professional license, learning
disabilities teacher.
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