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Central Coherence Tasks and their Relationship to Social
Perception in Children with Autism Disorder
By
Dr. Sara Yousef Abd El- Aziz Ismail
Assistant Professor of Special Education
Special Education Department
Suez Canal University

Abstract

The current research aimed to identify the relationship between central
coherence tasks and dimensions of social perception in children with autism
disorder. It also aimed to identify the differences between them in central coherence
tasks and dimensions of social perception according to (gender, intelligence,
severity of the disorder, and chronological age). The research sample consisted
of (35) children with autism disorder in Ismailia Governorate, and their ages
ranged from (4-12) years, and intelligence coefficients between (50-105), and the
severity of autism disorder (30-59) degrees. The study tools were varied, including
the Stanford-Binet Scale, Fourth Form (translated by: Louis Malika, 1998), the
CARS-2-ST Autism Rating Scale (prepared by: Schopler, et al., 1980) (translated
by: Tariq Al-Shammari, Zaidan Al-Saratawi, and Safaa Qaraqish, 2010), the
Central Coherence Tasks Scale, and the Social Perception Scale (prepared by: the
researcher). The results of the current research showed that there is a significant
positive correlation between the tasks of central coherence and the dimensions of
social perception in children with autism disorder, while a weak relationship was
found between the tasks of visual perception in central coherence and the dimension
of understanding and estimating the social situation. The results also showed that
there are differences in the tasks of central coherence due to (intelligence and
severity of the disorder), and no differences in the tasks of central coherence due
to (gender and chronological age). There were also differences in the dimensions
of social perception due to (intelligence and severity of the disorder), while there
were no differences in the dimension of (understanding and estimating the social
situation), and no differences in the dimensions of social perception due to gender,
and no differences in the dimensions of social perception due to chronological
age, while no differences were found in the dimension of (understanding and
estimating the social situation).

Keywords: Central coherence tasks - dimensions of social perception - autism
disorder.
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