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Ibn Sina’s "Floating Man" Argument (d. 427 AH) Between
Philosophical Analysis and Contemporary Scientific Challenges
Samar Abd El, Fattah Hasaballah Sayed Ahmed
Department of Creed and Philosophy, Faculty of Islamic and
Arabic Studies for Girls, Alexandria, Al-Azhar University,
Alexandria, Egypt.

E-mail: samarabdelftah.18@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

Sheikh al-Ra'ees Ibn Sina is one of the most prominent Muslim
hilosophers who developed a comprehensive philosophical system.
His philosophy significantly contributed to the evolution of
philosophical thought, as he demonstrated an exceptional ability to
assimilate Greek heritage and integrate it into the Islamic
intellectual tradition. Ibn Sina placed humans and their relationship
with the universe at the core of his philosophy, giving profound
attention to the human soul. He rigorously explored its nature,
offering various arguments for its existence, immateriality, and
distinction from the body. Among his most innovative ideas is the
"Floating Man" argument, which reflects his views on the soul and
self-awareness. This argument showcases his ability to draw from
Greek philosophy and elevate it to align with the intellectual,
scientific, and religious context of his time. This study aims to shed
light on one of Ibn Sina’s most creative philosophical
contributions, demonstrating his imaginative capacity and unigque
philosophical formulations. It also seeks to analyze and evaluate
the argument in light of modern scientific knowledge and recent
developments. The study employs analytical, comparative, and
historical methodologies. The findings highlight:  *The
philosophical value of Ibn Sina’s thought experiment, illustrating
the importance of rational hypotheses in advancing philosophical
thought. *The depth and relevance of his philosophical legacy,
particularly in addressing questions that remain central to both
philosophy and science today.

Keywords: Floating Man, Ibn Sina, Scientific Developments,

Consciousness, Neuroscience.
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