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Summary

This study sought to ascertain the generational disparity in value orientations within select rural
regions of Menoufia Governorate. The primary objective was accomplished both theoretically and
empirically via the subsequent sub-objectives:

1- Identifying the value orientations of rural people, through the following issues:
- Orientations of youth and elderly people toward social values.

- Orientations of youth and elderly people toward economic values.

- Orientations of youth and elderly people toward family values.

- Orientations of youth and elderly people toward religious values.

- Orientations of youth and elderly people toward educational values.

2- Determining the significant differences between youth and elderly people regarding the value
orientations.

3- Determining the most important correlations of the rural people’s value orientations.
4- Determining the variables affecting the rural people’s value orientations.

The study was carried out in two villages in Menoufia governorate. The first village was Salaka,
which belongs to Shebien Elkom district, and the second village was Kafer EI-Swalmya, which belongs to
El-Shohadaa district. 160 respondents were selected randomly from each village.

Data was collected through personal interviews with respondents. The simple correlation Coefficients,
multiple correlation and regression (stepwise) analysis, percentages, range, mean, standard deviation,
reliability estimate, F-test, T-test, One-Way Anova, Scheffe-test, and Eta Squared, were used to analyze
the data with the Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS).

The study findings can be summarized as follows:
[1] The orientations of youth and elderly people towards social values:

The majority of elderly people (about 72%) had a medium orientation towards social values, while 65%
of youth had a medium orientation towards social values.

- The statistical test results revealed no significant differences between the two groups of respondents
(youth and elderly people) regarding their orientations towards social values.

- There were significant positive relationships between rural people’s social identity, family
compatibility, social compatibility, degree of satisfaction with life in the village, degree of informal
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social participation, geographical cosmopolites as independent variables, and their orientations towards
social values as a dependent variable.

- The most independent variables affecting the orientations of rural people towards social values are,
respectively, rural people’s social identity and family education level. These variables explained
together 28,4% of the variance of the orientations of rural people towards social values

[2] The orientations of youth and elderly people towards economic values:

- Most rural people, youth, and elderly people (74,4 %) had a medium orientation towards economic
values.

- The statistical test results revealed no significant differences between the two groups of respondents
(youth and elderly people) regarding their orientations towards economic values.

- There were significant positive relationships between rural people’s social identity, social status, degree
of informal social participation, cultural cosmopolitanism, self-compatibility, and family compatibility
as independent variables and their orientations towards economic values as dependent variables.

- The most independent variables affecting the orientations of rural people towards economic values,
respectively, rural people’s social identity, informal social participation, social status, family education
level, cultural cosmopolitanism, and self-compatibility. These variables explained together 23,4% of the
variance of the orientations of rural people towards economic values

[3] The orientations of youth and elderly people towards family values:

- The majority of elderly people (about 64%) had a medium orientation towards family values, while
about 57% of youth had a medium orientation towards family values.

- The statistical test results revealed no significant differences between the two groups of respondents
(youth and elderly people) regarding their orientations towards family values.

- There were significant positive relationships between rural people’s informal social participation, family
education level, social status, and degree of satisfaction with life in the village as independent variables
and their orientations towards family values as dependent variables.

- The most important independent variables affecting rural people's orientations towards family values
are, respectively, rural people’s informal social participation, family education level, social identity, and
degree of satisfaction with life in the village. Together, these variables explain 12.2% of the variance of
rural people's orientations towards family values.

[4] The orientations of youth and elderly people towards religious values:

- The majority of elderly people (about 66%) had a medium orientation toward religious values, while
about 59% of youth had a medium orientation toward religious values.

- The statistical test results revealed no significant differences between the two groups of respondents
(youth and elderly people) regarding their orientations towards religious values.

- There were significant positive relationships between rural people’s social identity, family education
level, respondent's education level, degree of satisfaction with life in the village, and social
compatibility as independent variables and their orientations towards religious values as a dependent
variable.

- The most important independent variables affecting rural people's orientations towards religious values
are rural people’s social identity, informal social participation, family education level, respondent's
education level, and rural people’s social compatibility. These variables together explain about 20% of
the variance of rural people's orientations towards religious values.
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[5] The orientations of youth and elderly people towards educational values:

- The majority of elderly people (about 62%) had medium orientations towards educational values, while
about 57% of youth had medium orientations towards educational values.

- The statistical test results revealed no significant differences between the two groups of respondents
(youth and elderly people) regarding their orientations towards educational values.

- There were significant positive relationships between rural people’s social status, family education level,
rural people’s informal social participation, rural people’s social compatibility, family size, rural
people’s social identity, respondent's age, degree of satisfaction with life in the village, marriage status
as independent variables and the orientations of rural people towards educational values as a dependent
variable.

- The most independent variables affecting the orientations of rural people towards religious values,
respectively, rural people’s social status, family education level, rural people’s informal social
participation, rural people’s social identity, marriage status, respondent's age, and degree of satisfaction
with life in the village. These variables explained together about 25% of the variance of the orientations
of rural people towards educational values.

[5] The value orientations of rural people:

The majority of elderly people (about 74 %) had a medium value orientation, while about 71% of youth
had a medium value orientation.

- The statistical test results revealed no significant differences between the two groups of respondents
(youth and elderly people) regarding their value orientations.

- There were significant positive relationships between rural people’s social identity, family education
level, informal social participation, social status, cultural cosmopolitanism as independent variables,
and the value orientations of rural people as a dependent variable.

- The most independent variables affecting the value orientations of rural people are, respectively, rural
people’s social identity, informal social participation, family education level, and social status. These
five significant independent variables explained about 24% of the total variance of the rural people's
value orientations.
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