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Editorial:

Embracing Diversity and Inclusion in the Age of Digital Humanity

The Third International Conference hosted by the School of Linguistics and
Translation at Badr University in Cairo, titled “Diversity and Inclusion in the Age of
Digital Humanity”, marked a significant milestone in the ongoing dialogue about the
intersection of technology, language, and humanistic values. Held on October 2627,
2024, the conference brought together scholars, researchers, and activists from around
the world to explore how digital advancements can foster inclusivity while addressing
the challenges posed by rapid technological evolution.

The Digital Transformation of Humanities

One of the central themes of the conference was the imperative for digital
transformation in humanities disciplines. Keynote speaker Professor Ruslan Mitkov’s
presentation, “Language and Translation Technologies in the Artificial Intelligence
Era”, underscored the transformative potential of Natural Language Processing (NLP)
and Al in translation and linguistics. Mitkov highlighted the evolution from rule-
based systems to generative Al, emphasizing both the capabilities and limitations of
Large Language Models (LLMs). His insights reinforced the idea that while Al can
enhance efficiency, human expertise remains indispensable in navigating linguistic
nuances, ambiguity, and cultural context.

The conference also addressed the need for integrating computational
linguistics into academic curricula. Recommendations included developing
undergraduate and postgraduate programs in digital humanities, equipping students
with skills for emerging roles like Al translators and prompt engineers, and promoting
bias-free Al technologies. These measures are critical to preparing future generations
for a labor market increasingly shaped by Al.
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Diversity and Inclusion in Digital Spaces

Another focal point was the role of digital platforms in promoting diversity
and inclusion. Discussions highlighted the importance of creating safe digital
environments for marginalized groups and minorities, as well as the ethical
responsibilities of Al developers to mitigate biases in data and algorithms. Professor
Sameh El Ansary’s presentation on corpus-based language teaching exemplified how
empirical approaches, such as using real-life language data, can bridge gaps in
traditional pedagogy and foster more inclusive learning experiences.

The participation of researchers from diverse linguistic and cultural
backgrounds—with 57 papers presented in multiple languages, most of them
published in this issue—further demonstrated the conference’s commitment to
inclusivity. The inclusion of voices like Italian poet Domenico Pisana (we publish in
this issue his valuable lecture), and scholars specializing in underrepresented
languages underscored the value of cultural and linguistic diversity in academic
discourse.

Charting a Path Forward:

The conference concluded with a call for continuous monitoring of Al
developments, ethical Al practices, and interdisciplinary collaboration to ensure
technology's role as a tool for empowerment. Professor Zain A. Hady’s article, “The
Internet from the Age of Innocence to the Age of Decadence: A Study in the Digital
Postcolonialism,” furthered the discussion on the societal impacts of digital evolution.
The imperative to safeguard humanistic values while embracing Al's potential was
underscored.

The insights from this conference serve as a crucial reminder that the digital
age must be guided by principles of diversity, inclusion, and human oversight. By
aligning technological advancements with equity, we can build a future that
authentically reflects the richness of our global community. The success of this
conference reaffirms academia’s vital role in shaping inclusive digital landscapes,
urging us to carry forward its lessons and ensure technological progress aligns with
understanding, respect, and inclusion.

The Editorial Board
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Abstract:

This investigation began with a statement claiming that digital colonialism must exist
if there is digital humanity. This concept and its opposite always make the authority
against the concept of democracy, even if this authority is the one that invented the
concept of democracy. The issue of surveillance and punishment, according to
Foucault, also continues. The paper addresses the issue of recolonization shaping
itself in images that differ from the traditional ones, as the Internet was expected to
provide services of a strategic and technical nature to developing countries in
agriculture, industry, trade, and culture. Over time, the matter is different from that
reality, or at least the two concepts are intertwined and conflicting. International
organizations indeed provide services of this type, and it is also possible for citizens
to sometimes declare their rejection of a topic on social media. However, if this
opinion on this issue conflicts with the social media system, a kind of punishment will
427
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be carried out for the rejecting voice. Also, countries with a colonial nature have used
their companies to control the world and data, especially the data of developing
countries. The paper attempts to shed light on these practices by trying to answer two
questions. The first is whether there are contradictory Internet concepts between the
United States and the European Union against the countries of the Global South; what
are they? The second is whether solutions can be reached to remove suspicions of
post-colonialism from the Internet. Has it been proven that the Internet is a colonial
network? To answer the two questions, the intellectual production on this issue , the
effects of communications and the Internet on the world were reviewed. The search
was conducted using the content analysis approach in concepts in the possibility of
searching for contradictory concepts first, where 13 contradictory concepts were
discovered between the two groups, in addition to some less essential concepts, and
secondly, a group of areas of reform were identified and areas in which cooperation
between the two groups could be determined, despite this, the topic is open to
exploration through larger samples, each sample can focus on a specific concept in
post-colonial studies.

Keywords:

Internet, digital colonialism, data laws, ethics of the digital world, digital hegemony,
decolonization, reinventing colonialism, social networks, digital information sources,
digital tyranny, sovereignty over the Internet.
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