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Inscriptions on three coppers magic bowls
from the Safavid period
A comparative archaeological and artistic study

Abstract:

We have received many magical copper bowls called the
bowl of al-Khadha, al-Shifa, or al-Talas, which are one of the
means of folk medicine. The Safavid era was distinguished by the
manufacture of this type of bowls and the recording of many
Shiite phrases that indicate the spread of the Shiite sect in Iran
during that period. These bowls were also distinguished by the
implementation of shapes and images of the zodiac signs and
planets.

The research deals with the study of the inscriptions
executed on three Iranian magic bowls from the Safavid era. The
inscriptions executed on two of them are studied for the first time,
namely the bowl preserved in the Amir Mohtashemi Art Gallery
in London under number A4667, and the bowl preserved in the
Brooklyn Museum under number 1989.149.7, while the researcher
was able to correct the reading of some researchers of the
inscriptions recorded on the bowl preserved in the Victoria and
Albert Museum under number 780-1889.

The researcher followed the descriptive and analytical
approaches, by dividing the research into an introduction, a
descriptive study, and an analytical study; The introduction deals
with the definition of magic bowls in the Safavid era and their
styles, while the descriptive study deals with the description of the
three bowls and reading the inscriptions executed on them, and the
analytical study deals with the analysis of the inscriptions in terms
of form and content, with a comparison with contemporary
models.

Keywords: magic bowl, shaking bowl, astrological signs,
Thuluth, Nasta'liq, Ghubari.
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© smith, E. Savage, Safavid Magic Bowls. Hunt for Paradise: Court Arts of
Safavid Iran, 1505- 1576, ed. By Jon Thompson and Sheila R. Canby
(Milan: Skira, 2003), P. 241- 245,

@ https://collections.vam.ac.uk/item/0295591/divination-bowl/
(access 2-1-2025)
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®3 Blair, Sheila S., Islamic Calligraphy, Edinburgh University Press, 20086,
P.430.
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®9 Maddison (Francis) & Savage- Smith (Emili), The Nasser D. Khalili
Collection of Islamic Art, Vol. XII, Part 1, Azimuth Editions and Oxford
University Press, 1997, P. 92.

©0 E| Tawab (Islam Emad) and Others, Magic Bowls Preserved in the
Egyptian Geographical Society Museum in Cairo, Minia Journal of
Tourism and Hospitality Research, Vol. (15), No. (2), June 2023, p. 190
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©7 Maddison & Savage- Smith, The Nasser D. Khalili Collection, P. 93.
8 Maddison & Savage- Smith, The Nasser D. Khalili Collection, P. 88- 90.
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(1 Fodor (Alexander), Magic Bowls, Cosmology and Divination, The
Arabist Budapest Studies in Arabic, 26- 27, 2003, P. 214.
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