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Jimmy Carter and the Human Rights Issue in Argentina (1981-1977)
Documentary study
Abstract:

This research deals with the US policy towards the issue of
human rights in Argentina during the presidency of Jimmy Carter
(1977-1981). President Carter included the issue of human rights in his
electoral platform during his presidential campaign for the US
presidency in 1976. After his success and assuming the presidency, he
emphasized considering human rights as the basis of the country's
foreign policy towards the world. Accordingly, major changes occurred
in US foreign policy through the establishment of an administrative
structure within the State Department and the National Security
Council, and the appointment of human rights officials whose mission
was to conduct periodic foreign visits, write reports and submit
recommendations to the executive branch; to take a position on
countries that violate these rights against their people. Since
Argentina was suffering from blatant violations in the field of human
rights under the rule of the military junta headed by General Jorge
Videla; Relations between the two countries became strained, as
President Carter and the US government considered human rights the
basis for dealing with Argentina. The United States reduced military
aid, banned military training, stopped the sale of military equipment
and weapons, and voted against Argentine loans from US banks, the
Inter-American Development Bank, and the World Bank. The US
Congress passed laws and legislation preventing aid to Argentina. In
addition, the US government exerted pressure on the Argentine
military government in the Organization of American States and the
United Nations by accepting a visit from the Inter-American
Commission on Human Rights, and forcing Argentina to make
improvements in the field of human rights. These efforts resulted in a
reduction in arrests, imprisonment, killings, disappearances, and
torture, and in granting political prisoners the right to choose exile
instead of trial.

Keywords: human rights, Jimmy Carter, Jorge Videla, United States,
Argentina.
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