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The Specificity of Absurd Theatre and Its Formation Mechanisms in
Egyptian Women's Writing: Marwa Farouk as a Model
Abstract:
This study aims to explore the specificity of absurd theatre and its
formation mechanisms in Egyptian women's writing, focusing on the
works of the playwright Marwa Farouk as a case study. The research
employs a descriptive-analytical methodology, analyzing a sample of
Farouk's plays, including Kharbasha (Scribbles), Ordinary Women, The
Bag, Ordinary Madness, and Stop Laughing.
The study reached several key findings:

o The titles of Marwa Farouk's plays reflect an absurdist tone by
alluding to symbolic connotations that express existential human
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issues. For instance, in The Bag, the title metaphorically represents
the burdens of life and memories that cannot be discarded,
embodying an absurdist perspective on time and fate.

o Marwa Farouk reshapes social roles for women through female
characters that transcend traditional expectations. These characters
showcase complex and diverse experiences, contributing to the
deconstruction of stereotypes and presenting liberated, rebellious
models.

« Farouk combines fantasy and symbolism in plays such as Hanging
Laundry and Stop Laughing to depict the psychological tensions of
female characters. This innovative approach highlights emotional
and social challenges, reshaping traditional perceptions of women.

o The dramatic techniques in her plays vary between symbolic
dialogues, fantasy, repetition, and circular structures, enhancing the
sense of futility experienced by both characters and audiences.

Keywords: Absurd Theatre, Women's Writing, Marwa Farouk.
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