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A Brass Vase in the Museum of Samarkand- An Artistic Archaeological Study
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Abstract

Metal manufacturing is a traditional industry in Iran that was established long ago. It was
developed in the Islamic era and flourished in the Qajar Empire due to the availability of
raw materials, craftsmen, and specialized trading markets for making and selling metal
artifacts in Isfahan, Shiraz, Kerman, Tehran, and other cities in Iran. Moreover, the Qajar
kings and emirs paid special attention to the manufacturers and artists who created artifacts
for the royal court and local trading markets. The present paper highlights a metal artifact
in high relief made in the Qajar Empire in Iran, i.e., a brass vase kept at the Museum of
Samarkand. That vase might be a memorial artifact ordered by a Qajar shah or king
because of its quality workmanship and high skill of decoration, ensuring the continuity of
the industrial, artistic, and decorative traditions of this craft till the late Qajar Empire. Its
inscriptions demonstrated Iranian nationalism, pride in old age, and ensuring the continuity
of the royal power through using personal portraits of ancient kings and scenes from the
ancient Persian literature at the time. A descriptive and analytical study was conducted to
document the vase, determine its manufacturing and decoration, analyze the decorations,
and read the inscriptions. The study was concluded with the most important results. For
instance, that vase was made in Isfahan in the late Qajar Empire, specifically Naser al-Din
Shah Qajar (1265-1314 A.H./ 1848-1896 A.D.).

Keywords: Brass, Qajar Empire, Museum of Samarkand, Iran, Portraits, Shahnameh,

Name-ye Khosrowan, Naser al-Din Shah Qajar
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