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The European Influences on the Mejidiyeh Coins Minted in

Constantinople in 1255 AH

Abstract

The era of Sultan Abdiulmecid witnessed a monetary phenomenon of great
importance, represented in importing modern machinery from England for minting coins.
This step marked the beginning of the transformation in the form and quality of the coins,
as one of the steps of reform that characterized his era. In fact, the apparent influence of
some of the decorative elements that formerly appeared on several foreign coins, which
were often superior to local coins in the monetary circulation market, seemed to be evident.
Perhaps this came as a result of Sultan Abdiulmecid’s inclination towards Western
modernity and the nature of his upbringing. Consequently, his coins appeared with clear
European traces, represented in decorative elements that formerly appeared on foreign
coins, such as the five-pointed star on the Italian dukat and the laurel wreath on French
coins. It can be said that the coins of Sultan Abdiulmecid have surpassed foreign coins in
the implementation of the details and the beauty of these decorative elements.
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