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Dwarves in Norse Folktales during the Late Middle Ages .
Abstract

Dwarves played a crucial role in determining the course of events
in Norse mythology, which is considered the basis of the beliefs of
the North Germanic tribes. They were so skillful in magic and
forging. They lived in remote areas in forests, caves, basements,
mountains and lakes. Thus, they are named according to the place
in which they live, so they can be called as forest dwarves, cave
dwarves, mountain dwarves, or lake dwarves. During the Late
Middle Ages, people believed that dwarves possessed a special
magical power and that they were not friendly social creatures.
Furthermore, dwarves shared certain traits such as their tendency
to live in darkness, because they transformed into stone when they
exposed to sunlight. The epics depict them in various ways,
sometimes invisible and other times transformed, which means
they are all supernatural beings. Moreover, they were in an
unstable relationship with the gods; sometimes they gave them a
helping hand, and at other times they came into conflicts with
them, but they were skillfully able to win over the gods.

Keywords: Dwarves — Norse - gods - myths - epics .
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Studies, Spring 2013,P.6.
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Snorri Sturluson: Edda Prologue and Gylfaginning, Edited by Anthony
Faulkes Oxford University, Second Edition 2005 P.7:55.
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Jonas, K., Eddas and Sagas Iceland’s Medieval Literature, tran: Peter Foote,
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s b4 1y skl U e il US Jhe 8 S Cungf dillee g 0 YIIF iy (Y)
o sJas ‘@smi‘ Blae (e pgid o 2l sl 4ol 3 cind 5 Jay Ly ¢
o sledll (o Ui (3355 ey e Ladie 5 clge s e Adbalaly Cuald Dagisl et 5
= a3 Bergelmir e aaly eliiuly 4 g Adllee uia RS Gel caaga
gl Aillee COle G jaa) agie s cagaadla K aghsli ding s s xS edi
Hihnala, H., A Story of the Kingdom built on Honour,p. 42-43.

(3)Tommy, K., In Search of a National Epic The use of Old Norse myths in

Tolkien’s vision of Middle-earth, Approaching Religion * Vol. 4, No. 1
May 2014, p.30.
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(1)Gould, Ch.,N., Dwarf-Names: A Study in Old Icelandic Religion Old
Icelandic  Religion, Vol. 44, No. 4 (Dec., 1929), Published
by:(M.L.A),p.963.;Hihnala, H., A Story of the Kingdom built on
Honour,p.43.;Walter de Gruyter:Seelen-und Geisterg laube-Macht und Kraft
da sheilige und die kult formen 'Berlin,1970,p.255.

(2)Hihnala, H., A Story of the Kingdom built on Honour,p.41.

(3)Handworterbuch des deutschen Aberglaubens,P.1079

(4)William, A., The Fear of Little Men,P.30-33-35-37-43.; Gary,R. V., The

Folklore of TheFaeries,Elves&Littele People A Study in a Cultural
Phenomenon, An OakChylde Book.2012;p.78.
(5)Armann,J.,.Dwarfs in old norse Icelandic Romances , Kalinke Book

,1833,p.203.
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(1)Ugnius M., The Family life of the Dwarfs and its Significance for
Relationships between Dwarfs and Humans in the Sagas Article - December
2014, Universitetet i oslo. institutt for lingvistiske og nordiske studier,p.163.;
Miriam, M., Between a Rock and a Soft Place The Materiality of Old Norse
Dwarves and Paranormal Ecologies in Fornaldarsdgur, Turnhout: Brepols,
2018 ,p.194.; Walter de Gruyter:Seelen-und Geisterg laube,p.261

(2)Handworterbuch des deutschen Aberglaubens, P.30-766.
(3)William, A., The Fear of Little Men,P.35.
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Ugnius, M., Recognizing a dvergr : Physu:al Status and External Appearance
of dvergar in Medieval Nordic Sources(8"™-13" century), Revista Eletronica

sobre Antiguidade Medievo, 2017, Volume 6, Nimero 1 ,p.61.
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Snorri Sturluson: The Uppsala Edda, Tran: Anthony Faulkes, Heimir Palsson

2012,P.139; Jénas Kristjansson: Eddas and Sagas,P.39.

(2)Ugnius ,M., Dwafs’ Famiy Rlations and Female Dwarfs in Some

Medieval Nordic Sources Rlacoes Familiares entre Anas E Mulheres Anas
EM Algumas Fontes Nordicas Medievals,PP.145-149-150-163.

(3)Cameron, H., Medieval Disability Sourcebook, p.365.
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Diana, W., Poetry form the Kings * Sagaslfrom Mythical Times ToC.1035,
Part 1, Brepols Publishers,2012,P.i.xxii.xxiii.Xci.

(5)Snorri Sturluson:Edda, Tran:Anthony Faulkes, ,London, 1995, p. 16;

Snorri Sturluson: The Uppsala Edda,P.25; Ugnius, M., Dwafs’ Famiy
Rlations,PP.147,151 ,152,163.
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Snorri_Sturluson:Edda,PP.1-228 ; Jonas ,K., Eddas and Sagas P. 25,83,
Diana Whaley: Poetry form the ngs Sagasl P.Xiv.
(3)Eliasson Stig and others: Language and its Ecology Essays in Memory of

Einar Haugen, Notes on the dwarfs in Germanic tradition Edgar C. Polomé ,
New York 1997,P.443. )
(4)Snorri SturluSon: Heimskringla. The Beginnlnﬁ( to Olafr Tryggvason,
Volume i,tran.b?]/ Alison Finlay and Anthony Faulkes, Viking Society For
northern research,London,2014 ,p.16.
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(1 ) Snorri SturluSon: Heimskringla , Ynglinga saga, chapter 12,p.15:17 ;
Ugnius, M., Dwafs’ Famiy Rlations,PP.147- 148.; Garyr. V., The Folklore of
TheFaeries,Elves&Littele People A Study in a Cultural Phenomenon, An
OakChylde Book.2012,P.78.;Santiago,B., Devergar and The
Dead,Brathair,2008.,p.15-16.

(2)Miriam, M., Between a Rock and a Soft Place,P.192-193-198.; Gould(

Chester Nathan): dwarf-Names,p.961.; Walter de Gruyter:Seelen-und
Geisterg laube,p.252.

(3)Ugnius, M., Recognizing a dvergr,p.63.

(4)Snorri Sturluson: The Uppsala Edda,P.38; miriam mayburd: Between a

Rock,p.195.
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(2)Snorri Sturluson: The Uppsala Edda,P.89.
(2)Snorri Sturluson: The Uppsala Edda,P395.
(3)Snorri Sturluson:Edda,p.19;Peter, P.,: Viking art, Snorri Sturluson and
some recent metal detector finds, Journal Of Swedish Antiquarian
Research(J.S.A.R),2018,P.21;
(4)Ugnius, Mikucionis., Recognizing a dvergr,p.57.
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Certain Songs From The Elder Edda, London 1888,Pp.46-47.;Arthur P., A
Ndvaris Ring,Newyork And London,1916,pp.32:35; Roberto, T., The Curse

of the Ring a Play in Four Acts for Fourth Grade, The Hartsbrook School.
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