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Abstract

This study represents the outcome of the first phase of the Egyptian Cultural Values
Longitudinal Survey, which the Institute of National Planning intends to undertake
based on a significant relationship between culture and development and the
importance of incorporating cultural variables into economic and social planning. The
survey adopts the concept of culture as defined in the World Conference on Cultural
Policies in Mexico in 1982, where culture is described as "the sum of the distinctive
spiritual, material, intellectual, and emotional features of a society or a social group,
which includes, in addition to arts and literature, ways of living, fundamental human
rights, and systems of values, traditions, and beliefs".

Interest has grown in the importance of tracking changes in cultural values over time
through conducting longitudinal surveys applied periodically to representative
samples of the population regarding their value systems, as well as their attitudes
towards economic, social, and political issues and the values they reflect. The World
Values Survey is at the forefront of this type of research that seeks to track changes in
cultural values over specific time periods.

At the Arab level, there is the Arab Index, which is closer to opinion polls as it seeks
to understand Arab public opinion towards some economic, social, and political issues
in Arab countries. At the national level, there is the Youth and Young Adults Survey
conducted by the International Population Council in collaboration with national
research entities.

The importance of longitudinal surveys lies in their ability to monitor cultural changes
over time in a systematic manner, which allows for understanding why cultural
changes occur or do not occur. What are the determinants of change? How can a
cultural policy be formulated to achieve intentional cultural changes to drive progress
and achieve development in society*

The importance of conducting a longitudinal survey of Egyptian cultural values lies in
the pursuit of understanding how the Egyptian people think. What are the governing
cultural reference frameworks? What is their relationship with the values of progress?
What are the cultural variations based on location, geographical position, religious or
tribal affiliation, and other primary affiliations? What is the relationship between
subcultures and mainstream culture? What role does education play in cultural
change? Finally, what are the effects of intensive contact with the world on the culture
of globalized social segments®

The first phase of the project focuses on reviewing the longitudinal surveys conducted
at the international, regional, and national levels, in which Egypt was represented as
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previously mentioned, to monitor the findings and their changes over time, and thus
understand the trends of change towards a set of values: citizenship — equality —
tolerance — trust — values of development, work, and achievement — the value of
religiosity and the relationship between religion and the public sphere.

This phase includes three studies as follows:

1. Trends in Social Values in Egypt: A Review of the World Values Survey.

2. The evolution of Egyptian political value trends through the Arab Index cycles
between stability and change.

3. The most important features of the change in the value system among youth during
the period from 2009-2014, a review of the youth and young adults survey in

Egypt.

Key Words

Culture- Longitudinal Surveys- Social VValues- Political VValues
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