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Social Protection System and Poverty: A Development Perspective

Egypt Case
Abstract

This research seeks to discuss and analyze the issue of the so-
cial protection system and poverty from a development perspective with
application to the Egyptian case, especially in light of the repercussions of
the Corona pandemic and the Russian-Ukrainian war crises, which still
cast their shadows on the comprehensive development process in Egyp-
tian society, considering the social protection system as an independent
variable and the phenomenon of poverty as a dependent variable, taking
into account the mutual influence between them.

The research relied on the descriptive analytical approach, and
the data were collected using secondary data analysis. The interview
guide was applied to a sample size of (25) individuals from some heads of
households in Kafr EI-Sheikh city. The perposive sample method was re-
lied upon, specifically from some simple popular areas in the city, namely
(Ezbet El-Safeh and Ezbet El-Gedida), which contain many social seg-
ments of (the poor, low-income and middle-income), individuals
perposively, to know their opinions about the basic factors and variables
of the research.

Through analytical reading and the opinions of the sample mem-
bers, the research reached a number of results, the most important of
which are: the insufficiency of social protection programs to provide a
decent life for the poor, especially in light of the development policies
followed, which led to an increase in the number of the poor and deepen-
ing poverty. Despite the multiplicity and diversity of social programs pro-
vided by the state to the poor and low-income people (the most deserving
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individuals) - in the period after the revolutions of January 25, 2011 and
June 30, 2013 - they are not sufficient to provide a decent life for them -
in light of the development policies followed, which depend on external
loans from the International Monetary Fund to finance many development
projects - which leads to the exacerbation of poverty and an increase in
the number of the poor in Egyptian society.

Therefore, it is necessary to reconsider the methodology of man-
aging this social protection system in order to achieve integration between
all the different programs. In parallel with reforming the social protection
system, there is also a move towards an independent development model
whereby the government works to build a strong national economy that
can confront internal and external crises and challenges and seeks to
achieve comprehensive sustainable development based on social justice in
distributing the fruits of development, improving the standard of living of
different social groups, combating poverty, backwardness and corruption,
spreading the values of integrity and transparency and combating corrup-
tion.

Keywords:

Social protection system - Phenomenon of poverty - Development per-
spective - Egyptian case.
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