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Abstract:

China's foreign policy toward the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) states has
been profoundly shaped by evolving international dynamics, including structural
changes in the global order, Cold War legacies, ideological considerations, and
the GCC states' complex relations with both the United States and the Russian
Federation. This has prompted China to accelerate its foreign policy adjustments
In response to these systemic challenges that increasingly constrain its expanding
influence in the Gulf region.

The GCC states view China's growing influence as potentially undermining
their core strategic interests - particularly regarding hydrocarbon resources -
given the region's vital geopolitical significance. This has led them to actively
prevent any single power from establishing exclusive strategic dominance in the
region.
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Furthermore, the escalating threat of terrorism in the region now directly
jeopardizes China's economic investments and political interests, adding
significant complexity to its regional strategic calculations.

Keywords: International systemic factors, China, United States, Russian
Federation, terrorism.
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