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Abstract:

Reforms saw limited progress under Khatami in Iran, while the role of women
declined under Ahmadinejad with the abolition of gender quotas. During
Rouhani's presidency, women were present only in a few advisory positions, with
a meager representation in parliament of no more than 6% until 2020, placing
Iran among the world's poorest countries in terms of political equality. In contrast,
the UAE has made significant progress in empowering women through clear
policies such as the establishment of the Balance Council and increasing the
percentage of women in the Federal National Council to 50%. The government
includes nine female ministers, and women hold 27% of leadership positions,
making the UAE a leader in the Arab world. The UAE supports women's entry
into the labor market through legislation such as equal pay and maternity leave,
which promotes economic development and social balance. This comparison
highlights the difference between Iran's traditional approach and the UAE's
progressive reformist approach to women's roles.

Keywords: Ruling elite, women, Iran, UAE.
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