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Abstract:

Iran's political system represents a diverse array of power centers, both formal and
informal, where government institutions overlap with religious—political associations and
revolutionary organizations. A revolutionary elite of Shiite clerics oversees the various
authorities. This elite consists of two main factions: leftists and rightists, in addition to smaller
groups. lIranian politics faces significant decision—-making challenges, as reformists and
conservatives interact within a theocratic democratic framework under the leadership of the
Supreme Leader. Government bodies appointed by the Supreme Leader control the electoral
process, reducing the diversity of competing candidates. Decision—-making is influenced by
several factors, such as religious and nationalist beliefs, as well as the economic and social

challenges facing the country.
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Internationally, the Iranian regime faces criticism for its expansionist policies and pursuit
of nuclear capabilities, which complicates decision—-making. This study focuses on the impact
of Iranian foreign policy toward the Arab world from 2013 to 2022, under the leadership of

the main actors.

Keywords: Decision maker, Iran, foreign policy, Arab region
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