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Motives For the Public's Exposure to Corruption Issues on Iraqi
Television and Their Attitudes Towards Them - A Field Study
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Abstract:

This study aimed to monitor corruption issues on Iraqi television¢ and to
identify relationship between the Iraqi public's exposure to them¢ and their
attitudes towards them. The research was applied in light of the news frames
theory. The researcher tested public's attitudes using Likert scale through a
survey that was applied to a sample of 400 individuals from the Iraqi public of
different age groups distributed between rural and urban areas. The study
concluded that:
1.The Iraqi public tends to follow channels that provide intensive and critical
coverage of corruption issues¢ with a large disparity in the size of the impact
between channels¢ indicating differences in media editorial trends and the extent
of the channels' boldness in addressing these issues.
2.The results reflect a high awareness among majority of the Iraqi public about
importance of corruption issues¢ with a difference in levels of follow-up often
linked to extent of individuals' interest in searching for information or
psychological and social effects related to this type of content.
3.The results of the field study confirmed the existence of a statistically
significant correlation between the intensity of the Iraqi public's exposure to
corruption issues and their attitudes towards them.
4.The results of the field study also showed that the level of public attitude
towards corruption issues was strong and average for the largest proportion of
the study sample¢ and the density of the cognitive« emotional and behavioral
component was high¢ as the behavioral responses of the public were between
strong and average for a large proportion of the public.

5. The results of the field study showed that the relationship between the
intensity of exposure to corruption issues and the public attitudes towards them
is affected by some demographic variables.

Keywords: Motives¢< Exposure« Corruption¢ Attitudes.
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