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Abstract:

Between 2012 and 2020, Russia witnessed a reorientation of its
global policies, integrating soft, hard, and smart power. This shift
was significant compared to the 1990s or the Soviet era, when
Russia regained an influential role without direct confrontation.
The Middle East, particularly West Asia, became a focal point for
restoring Russia's global influence. Russia exploited the Syrian
crisis as an opportunity to return to its traditional spheres of

influence. Vladimir Putin's support for the Assad regime through
military intervention reshaped Russia's role in the region and
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strengthened its presence in the Mediterranean, North Africa, and
the Arabian Gulf.

Keywords: Russian policy, Syria, regional and international
powers
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