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The Western Sahara Issue and its impact on Algerian
Moroccan relations
In light of the current international and regional
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Abstract:

The issue of Western Sahara is a colonial legacy that created a
state of contradictions and disagreements between the countries of
the Maghreb in order to preserve Western strategic interests in the
region. Algerian-Moroccan relations have witnessed a state of
tension due to several issues, the most important of which is the
issue of Western Sahara, which occupies a strategic location
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overlooking the Atlantic Ocean, which is considered a bridge of
communication between countries. The conflict after Spain's exit
from the region has become of a regional nature between the
Polisario Front and Morocco. The Sahara issue has witnessed
several positions that have contributed to changing Algerian-
Moroccan relations. The Sahara issue witnessed several positions
that contributed to changing its course, including Algeria's
position in support of the Sahrawi cause and considering it an
issue of self-determination and decolonization, which constituted
a dispute with Morocco, as well as Morocco's continuous efforts
to achieve its goal of annexing the territory, which increased the
intensity of the conflict, while the position of international bodies
was limited to relief and protection, as Algerian-Moroccan
relations were characterized by many tensions and crises, leading
to the severance of diplomatic relations, which negatively affected
the reality of mutual political, social and economic relations
between the two sides.

Keywords: Western Sahara, Morocco, Algeria, international

positions, future scenarios.
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