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Abstract.

The study of Chinese smart power is based on the most important
sources and tools of Chinese comprehensive power in both its hard and
soft dimensions, and how China is able to employ its capabilities in the
conflict in the South China Sea region, which is one of the most
important hotspots of latent conflict that can be flammable at any time,
as a result of the tensions that occur between the conflicting countries
and its interference. International powers in the conflict in the South
China Sea, so China is striving to develop its military capabilities,
especially naval military power, as China ranked first according to the
maritime power criterion in 2022, and this coincided with maintaining
great economic rates, despite the international crises that affected China
following The Corona pandemic, the energy crisis, and the Russian-
Ukrainian war, but that did not prevent China from developing its
military system. On the other hand, China supports its relationship with
the countries in conflict with it on many levels. China uses its economic
progress to attract the countries in conflict with it, and is keen to link the
economies of the countries in conflict with the Chinese economy
,despite the sharp dispute between them in the South China Sea region.

Keywords: Smart Power - China - South China Sea - Military Power -
Soft Power.
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‘Smart power’ defined as soft power must be backed by hard power, and
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