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The definition of Soft Power in East Asia;
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Abstract
Soft power is a term frequently used in discussions of
international relations in South Korea. To date, scholars have
mostly used the concept of soft power in descriptive terms without
suggesting concrete policy implications. Accordingly, this study
aims to analyze the dynamics of soft power in East Asia, focusing
on the soft power potential of the Republic of Korea. The main
question of the study focuses on how South Korea generates its
soft power through its domestic political culture and values and its
foreign policy. What are the obstacles and challenges that South
Korea faces in terms of soft power? The study uses both the state
power method and its use to achieve its foreign policy goals. It
also relies on role theory, which studies the behavior of states as
political roles played by units on the international political stage.
The study concludes that South Korean strategists have
successfully combined hard and soft power to achieve a number of
Korean foreign policy goals. South Korea has successfully used
the commercial success of Korean dramas and popular songs as
cultural soft power, and has successfully used peacekeeping
operations to highlight Korea’s role as a peacemaker. It also
succeeded in exporting its model of democratic transformation
after economic development processes as a model applicable in
developing countries.
Keywords
Soft Power- Republic of South Korea- East Asia- Hallyu
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