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The Role of Arabic Poetry in Instilling Noble Morals

Aziza Abdel Fattah El-Saify.

Department of Rhetoric and Criticism, Faculty of Islamic and
Arabic Studies for Female Students, Al-Azhar University,
Cairo, Egypt

Azizaelsaify.el.8.152@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

Poetry serves as a source of many values and morals and is
an essential educational tool that can help refine behavior.
Allah says to His noble Prophet: “Indeed, you are of a great
moral character.” Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) also said, “I
was sent to perfect noble morals.” Abu Bakr al-Siddig, may
Allah be pleased with him, said, “Teach your children poetry,
for it teaches them noble morals.” Likewise, Umar ibn al-
Khattab, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “Memorize
poetry, and study history, for poetry calls to noble morals,
teaches good deeds, inspires noble actions, sharpens wit,
stimulates intellect, and discourages vile behaviors.” Ali ibn
Abi Talib, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “Poetry refines
and elevates the human soul.” Thus, many poems encourage
virtuous deeds, and numerous lines of poetry have become
proverbs and wise sayings used in daily conversations, making
poetry one of the finest art forms as it embodies ethical
values and plays a significant role in solidifying the
foundations of noble virtues in people. Literature, after all, is
the intellectual and cultural wealth of nations. This research
paper, therefore, aims to present examples of poets'
contributions to the true value of ethics in our lives.

Keywords: poetry — Arabic — instilling — noble morals
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