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The impact of visual and written packaging elements of
food product packaging in retail stores on children's
purchasing decisions - A field study on parents.

DR. Hager Mohamed Nobi Ali
Abstract.

Packaging has become an essential element in the integrated marketing
communication system due to its ability to convey sales messages to
consumers inside retail stores. Marketers aim to select and design packaging in
attractive and distinctive forms by focusing on its core elements, which include:
the product brand, written information on the packaging, the shape and size of
the package, colors, and the graphics and images used, all of which represent
the product's identity. Packaging is often referred to as a "silent salesperson™ as
it serves as a point-of-sale tool. Therefore, this study aims to examine the
impact of these elements (visual and written) on children's purchasing decisions
when shopping with their parents. It seeks to determine whether these factors
directly affect their buying behavior, driven by the appeal of the packaging that
attracts their attention. The study also aims to understand how parents, as
intermediaries in the purchasing process, respond to children's desires and how
these visual and written elements influence the family's final purchase decision
for food products in retail stores. This study belongs to the descriptive research
category as it aims to describe and analyze the relationship between the visual
and written elements of food product packaging and children's purchasing
decisions. The researcher used a survey method and relied on a purposive
sample of 206 families who frequently shop at large retail stores such as
shopping malls or supermarkets, ensuring that the families included children
aged 5-12 years. The study concluded that there is a positive direct correlation
between the visual elements of food product packaging and children's
purchasing decisions. It also found no statistically significant relationship
between the written elements on food product packaging (such as product
information, country of origin, product name, brand, and promotional phrases)
and children’s purchasing decisions when shopping with their parents.

Keywords: Visual packaging elements — Written packaging
elements — Children's purchasing decision.
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