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Digital Platforms of Arab and Foreign Satellite
Channels' Coverage of the 2023 Gaza War.

Dr. Mona El-Sayed Ahmed Abdullah
Assistant Professor, Faculty of Mass Communication, Cairo University

Abstract:

The digital platforms of news satellite channels have focused
on covering the Israeli aggression on Gaza in October 2023, which
had a significant impact on both the Arab and global arenas. This
event was accompanied by extensive media framing and
treatment, as Arab and foreign satellite channels became a free
space for opinion leaders to express their views and influence
public opinion. At the same time, these channels adopted policies
that reflect the perspectives of specific parties, aiming to sway
decision-makers.

This study aims to explore the trends in news coverage by
Arab and foreign satellite channels regarding the 2023 Gaza Watrr,
as well as the media framing strategies employed. Classified as
descriptive-analytical research, the study relies on the survey
method and utilizes the theories of agenda-setting and media
framing. To achieve its objectives, the researcher conducted a
content analysis of media materials from three satellite
channels: Al-Qahera News (an Egyptian channel), Al-Jazeera (an
Arab channel), and BBC Arabic (a foreign channel) during the
Gaza War period starting October 2023.

The core issue of the study lies in identifying the disparities in
news coverage by the selected satellite channels regarding the
Gaza War. The significance of the study lies in providing scientific
insights to media institutions about the trends of Arab and foreign
satellite channels in covering the Gaza War. It is hoped that these
findings will contribute to enhancing editorial policies in
newsrooms.
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The study partially confirmed its main hypothesis, which
states that "there are statistically significant differences in the
coverage of the 2023 Gaza War by the digital platforms of the
selected news satellite channels.” Consequently, the study
concludes that there are considerable variations in the news
coverage by the platforms of the selected satellite channels.

Keywords:
Digital platforms - Satellite channels — Agenda setting - Media
framing - Gaza War.
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