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Words for "smell": Lexical Semantic Study

Abstract

This study aims at shedding some light on the lexical origins of
words for "smell" in Arabic. The results of some of the important stud-
ies on the nature of smell in the some languages observed that the vo-
cabulary of "smell" is reflecting the physiological nature of perceiving
smell. It is characterized by weak clarity and lack of details. This situa-
tion is behind its lexical limitation, which is compensated for by borrow-
ing words from the fields of other senses. In light of these facts, the
study subjected the vocabulary of "smell", collected from Lisan al-‘ Arab
and other lexicons to lexical and semantic analysis in hope of finding
their lexical origins. The results of this study showed that a great part
of the words in the field of "smell" are not basic in this area. They were
barrowed from other lexical fields. The study also indicated that synes-
thesia phenomenon were at work behind some of the vocabulary trans-
fers from other fields to that of "smell".

Keywords: Arabic, smell, olfaction, synesthesia, sensation, semantic
transfer
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Carl Pfaffmann, "human sensory reception", Encyclopedia Britannica
online:
http://global.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/534831/human-sensory-
reception
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