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Mutala‘a of Paying the Salaries of Two Safi sheikhs from the
Diwan al-Jawali in Damascus during the Circassian Mamluk
Period (6 Rabi" al-Akhir 873 AH / 24 October 1468 AD)

Studying, Publishing & Investigating

Abstract

This paper is a study of a new unpublished and unstudied document,
i.e., a private mutala‘a (report) written by al-‘Ala’ ‘Alt ibn Ahmad al-
al-Sabuni, QAadi al-Qudat and the nazar al-Jawali in Damascus, while
being under arrest and confiscation in Cairo to his cousin Zayn al-Din
‘Umar in Damascus on 6 Rabi™ al-Akhir 873 AH / 24 October 1468
AD, for the problem of paying the salaries of two Suft sheikhs from
the Diwan al-Jawali. This study is significant, because it bridges the
gap in this type of statement, which was limited to formal ones. The
study comprises four sections, highlighting the concept of mutala‘at
compared to the secretarial art (‘ilm al-insha) and some models of
single documents of such correspondence. Moreover, the study tracks
the life of al-‘Ala’ ibn al-Sabtni from the very beginning and holding
many religious positions in Cairo and Damascus to being arrested with
his father by Sultan al-Ashraf Qaytbay. Last, it investigates parts and
content of the mutala‘a, as well as indexing in terms of form and
content, publishing and commenting on its text.

Keywords: Mutala‘a; al-‘Ala’ ibn al-Sabiini, Stfi sheikhs; Diwan al-

Jawalt; Damascus; The Circassian Mamluk Period
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