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Fraud and Fraudsmen Between Livelihood and
Resistance (A Type of Social Conflict in Abbasid Society
During the 3rd and 4th Hijri Centuries / 9th and 10th CE)

Abstract

The Abbasid society of the 3rd and 4th centuries AH (9th and 10th
CE) witnessed widespread fraud and the expansion of a class of
fraudsters. This phenomenon emerged in response to the economic
and social pressures of the time, culminating in a social conflict that
was sometimes overt yet often covert. Fraud became one of the
starkest manifestations of this strife. Fraudsters found in their
deceptive practices a means of livelihood when other avenues were
closed to them, a tool to wrest their rights from those who had denied
them, and a method to adapt to their circumstances, defend
themselves, and avenge the dominance of the wealthy elites who
humiliated and belittled them.

This research aims to define fraud and fraudsters, identifying the
factors that fuelled their emergence. It explores the techniques
employed by these marginalised groups to challenge the inequalities
of their time, delves into the types of fraudsters and the arts of their
deception, and presents a comprehensive image of their philosophies,
skills, and eventual fates in a society dominated by the power and
influence of wealth. The study concludes by examining the social
standing of this group, their class affiliations, their support networks,
and society's mixed reactions to them, including familial roles in both
aiding and opposing them.

Keywords

Fraud and fraudsters; Religious fraud; Financial crimes by

elites; Judges and fraudsters; Hoarding wealth and miserliness;
Livelihood; Fraudsters' skills; Dramatic arts; Resistance by the
marginalized
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