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The effectiveness of a training program to develop self-
assertion and its relationship to improving pragmatic language
among educable mentally disabled children who are eligible
for integrated and_
non-integrated education.

*Assoc. Prof. Dr. Naglaa Fathy Ahmed Abdel-Halim
Abstract:

The aim of the research is to (Verify the effectiveness of a
training program in developing self-assertion (defending rights,
social interaction, taking responsibility, self-expression) in educable
mentally disabled children who are eligible for integrated and non-
integrated education, verify the effectiveness of a training program
in improving pragmatic language (linguistic  structures,
understanding social context, managing conversations) among
them, verify the continued effectiveness of a training program in
developing self-assertion in educable mentally disabled children
who are eligible for integrated and non-integrated education after a
period of time (a month) of its application, verify the continued
effectiveness of a training program in improving their pragmatic
language after a period of time (a month) of its application, and
identify the relationship between self-assertion and pragmatic
language among them.

2 *pssistant Professor of Child Psychology (Special Education) -
Department of Childhood Studies — Faculty of Graduate Studies of
Education - Cairo University.
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The basic research sample consisted of (20 children) divided
into (10) integrated children, (10) non-integrated children, their
chronological ages ranged between (8-12) years and their mental
ages between (4-6) years. The researcher used the quasi-
experimental and descriptive approaches due to their suitability to

the nature of the current research..

The research tools consisted of (a survey form to determine
the dimensions of self-assertion appropriate for educable mentally
disabled children (prepared by the researcher), a survey form to
determine the dimensions of pragmatic language appropriate for
educable mentally disabled children (prepared by the researcher), a
scale to estimate the socio-economic and cultural level of the
Egyptian family prepared by (Ayman Hassan, 2018), a pictorial
self-assertion scale for educable mentally disabled children
(prepared by the researcher), a pragmatic language scale educable
mentally disabled children (prepared by the researcher), a training
program to develop self-assertion in educable mentally disabled
children (prepared by the researcher).

The results of the research showed: (The effectiveness of a
training program in developing self-assertion (defending rights,
social interaction, taking responsibility, self-expression) and
improving pragmatic language (linguistic structures, understanding
the social context, managing conversations) in children with mental
disabilities who are eligible for integrated and non-integrated
education. The effectiveness continues after a period of time (a
month) of its application to them. There is a positive correlation
between self-assertion (defending rights, social interaction, taking
responsibility, self-expression) and pragmatic language (linguistic
structures, understanding the social context, managing
conversations) in children with mental disabilities who are eligible
for integrated and non-integrated education. The percentage of
improvement in self-assertion and pragmatic language in children
with mental disabilities who are eligible for integrated and non-
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integrated education is large, which indicates that they are greatly
affected by the program, which makes it possible to generalize the
use of the program and its results to the same characteristics of the
age group of the sample used in the research.

Keywords:

Training program , Self-assertion , Pragmatic language , Educable
Mentally Disabled Children , Integrated , Non-integrated.
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