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The Professional Competencies Related to EarI?/ Intervention

Standards EI ECSEin Early Childhood for Early Intervention
Specialists Working with Children with Visual Impairments in Early

Intervention Programs and Centers in Al-Ahsa Region.

Mohammad Abdul Majeed Ahmed Al-Samaeel
Dr. Abdul Aziz bin Shawq Al-Salami

Abstract

This study aimed to explore the extent to which early intervention
specialists working with children with visual impairments in early
intervention programs and centers in Al-Ahsa region possess the
professional competencies related to the Early Intervention Early
Childhood Special Education (EI ECSE) standards set by the Council
for Exceptional Children. To achieve this objective, a questionnaire
was employed as a data collection tool, which was adapted to align
with the current context of the study. The descriptive research design
was utilized for this study. The sample comprised 104 participants
from both public and private programs and centers. The findings
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revealed that the overall mean score for the level of professional
competencies across all dimensions of the tool was 3.56, with a
standard deviation of 0.918, indicating a high level of competency
among the practitioners. Furthermore, the results showed statistically
significant differences at the 0.05 level in the participants' responses
regarding their professional competencies, which were attributed to
the variables of academic qualification and specialized training
courses. Based on these results, the study recommends the
implementation of training programs aimed at enhancing professional
competencies in alignment with early childhood intervention
standards, as well as strengthening the partnership between the
families of children with visual impairments and the professionals in
early intervention programs and centers.

Key words: Professional competencies, Early Intervention, Visual
Impairment.
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