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Abstract

This study aimed to examine the concept of meaning 

within generative transformational linguistics. The research 

included an introduction, and three main sections organized 

as follows: The introduction provided an overview of the 

research topic, its central issues, and a review of related 

previous studies. The first section defined the concept of 

meaning. The second section focused on the definition of 

generative transformational theory, highlighting its primary 

sources and epistemological background. The third section 

addressed semantic theories within generative grammar. 

The study's main findings were as follows: although 

generative transformational theory ostensibly excluded 

meaning, it admitted the inclusion of the semantic 

component in linguistic structures, integrating it within the 

theoretical grammatical framework. However, problems 

related to meaning at the sentence level were evident. The 

theory proved more suited to generating syntactic structures 

than to clarifying meaning. Notably, Chomsky’s exclusion of 

meaning in linguistic analysis was a shared feature between 

his approach and that of descriptivists, as both operated 

under the conviction that meaning constitutes an inherently 

ambiguous concept. Their commitment to establishing 

linguistics as a rigorous and precise discipline compelled 

them to exclude meaning, as it posed significant challenges 

for representation in precise and objective forms. 
Keywords: Meaning, Linguistics, Generative Transformational 

Theory, Linguistic Science, Linguistic Structure 
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