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The source of morality between Islamic thought and atheistic
thought (a comparative study).
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The source of morality between Islamic thought and
atheistic thought (a comparative study).
Ahmad shawkey ebraheem ali abd allah.
Department of Faith and Philosophy, Faculty of
Fundamentals of Religion, Al-Azhar University,

Egypt.

Email: ahmadshawkey@azhar.edu.eg.

Abstract:

The research attempted to compare Islamic thought and
atheistic thought on the issue of the source of morality, as
the research focused on explaining the source and basis of
religious morality, compared to materialist thought in
general and the new atheistic trend in particular.

Morality in Islam stems from a primary source: the
infallible divine revelation, and has characteristics that
distinguish it from other ethical doctrines. In addition to
the superiority of the source, it is also characterized by
generality and comprehensiveness, originality and
stability, perfection, and heavenly obligation.

Islam has taken into consideration human sources - as
secondary sources of moral obligation - such as the
authority of the group, moral conscience, reason, and
utilitarian motives, which are all complete and lack the
divine source, forming together a single fabric that is the
source of moral obligation in Islam.

As for materialistic ethical doctrines, they sever the
connection between ethics and their religious source, and
base the distinction between good and evil on a human
source, either society, pleasure and benefit, reason, or
conscience. The human source alone - without religious
restraint - is not sufficient to compel a person to acquire
virtues, because there must be a transcendent source that
dominates all these human sources, and isolating moral
values from the transcendent source leads to the
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disappearance of their truth, so they become subject
either to the changing society, or to the changing relative
benefit, or to the limited and varying mind, or to the
fickle and changing conscience.
As for the new atheist movement, its opinions have been
disturbed and varied in explaining the source of morals
and their interpretation: One group of them denies the
existence of moral values, and believes that there are no
standards for them, and that morals are merely an
illusion, and the other group tries to provide weak and
feeble justifications for what they feel is the innate nature
of morals, and they have attributed the source of morals
to experimental science, which is capable of telling us
what achieves well-being and welfare for man, or human
society, or natural selection, and these justifications are
incapable of establishing and building moral values, a
true objective foundation through which the distinction
between good and evil is achieved and the standards
controlling morals are set as a comprehensive, complete
and absolute system.
The study concluded that the materialistic approach to the
source of morals leads to the statement of the relativity of
moral value, and in light of the atheists’ materialistic
view of the universe, it is not possible to build and
establish moral values while denying the existence of
God Almighty, so why should man be good? And on
what is his goodness measured? And where does the
meaning of goodness come from, and the world, for them,
is merely atoms governed by strict laws?!
Keywords: Foundation Of Ethics, Ethical Standards,
Reference Of Ethics, Moral Obligation,
Human Source Of Ethics, Materialistic
Ethical Doctrines, New Atheist Trend.
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