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Intellectual and Technical Foundations of Image Theater
Robert Wilson as a Model

Prepared by: Asst. Prof. Dr. Abeer Mansour Ibrahim Hegazy
Abstract

Robert Wilson is one of the true representatives of image theater, a
theatrical trend dating back to the late 1960s. His artistic output spans from
the late 1960s to the early 1920s. Wilson's performances are distinguished by
their unique techniques, unmatched by any other pioneer of image theater.
Wilson's theatrical performance is divided into three or four parts, with an
opening that is repeated at the beginning of each part, in the same manner.
The actor in his theater is not concerned with the logic of things, but rather
presents and embodies what we can see in our dreams, or in our
subconscious. We can witness exaggerated emotions, as in the performances
in expressionist plays. We can also witness the expressive silence and slow
movement of the actor on the stage. The spectator in Wilson's theater is not
neutral. The physical entity of the space possesses inherent properties that
activate and connect it to the viewer according to the pattern of stimulus and
response. The theatrical performance becomes an activity in which both the
artist and the viewer participate. The difference is that the actors are trained
in the actions they present, while the viewer can be free in their response to
the performance by accepting it, rejecting it, or leaving the performance
space. Wilson deconstructs language from its traditional context, seeking a
pristine language for human communication that everyone can understand.
The verbal images created from the linguistic slang of words function as a
kind of sonic sculpture within the architecture of the entire work. Visual,
spatial, and verbal images intersect, overlap, and juxtapose with each other in
a seemingly random manner. It also combines artistic characters (actors) with
real-life characters, and the overlap of time in the theatrical scene is a result
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of the dominance of the subconscious world and the dream-like structure of
the visuals in its performances
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