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The impact of expanding insurance coverage on the financial
sustainability of the Universal health insurance system in Egypt
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Abstract:

This study aims to evaluate the impact of expansion plans
towards Universal coverage for the Universal health insurance
system in Egypt on the rates and levels of use of health services,
costs of health services, expected revenues and expenditures of
the system, and the extent to which the system's funding sources
are able to meet the expected costs and expenditures in order to
ensure its ability to sustain financially in the long term. A set of
different scenarios related to the time plans and those related to
expanding the application of the system to the rest of the
governorates of the republic were compared.

The study concluded that the insurance coverage scenarios
for the Universal health insurance system have a significant impact
on the levels of use, especially with regard to outpatient services.
The costs of health services resulting from the increase in the
number of uses of health services significantly affect the
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sustainability of the system, as well as the accelerated growth rates
of costs. The more the growth rates in costs exceed the growth rates
In revenues, the system will end up with a deficit. Therefore, the
study recommends that the insurance coverage of the system be
expanded in a reasonable manner so that the system can rely on its
financial resources, whether from investments or from other
financial resources not related to subscriptions, and thus ensure the
system's ability to sustain financially.

Keywords:

Universal Health Insurance, Universal Health Coverage,
Healthcare, Financial Sustainability, Scenario Analysis.
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