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Challenges of Activating Critical Studies in the Field
of Education Foundations and Proposed Mechanisms
for Confronting them

Waleed Saeed Ahmed Sayed Ahmed

Department of Fundamentals of Education, Faculty of Education in
Dakahlia, Al-Azhar University, Dakahlia, Egypt.

E-mail: waleedahmed. Y1@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

The present research aimed at identifying the intellectual framework
of critical studies via addressing its concept, most significant
characteristics and principles, identifying the most important
opinions of some pioneers of critical social and educational thought
about it, and monitoring the challenges facing the activation of
critical studies in the field of education foundations, with the aim of
achieving a set of mechanisms that contribute to confronting those
challenges. The research adopted the descriptive analytical approach
as it suits the nature and objectives of the study. The research
revealed a set of significant results which are: The educational
research in the field of education foundations suffers from a crisis
that almost makes it lose its role and function and goes beyond the
formalities and sub-categories which are repeated in many analyses.
This crisis is embodied in the dominance of the quantitative
approach with its methods and instruments over the qualitative
approach. Furthermore, the research revealed that critical studies in
the field of education foundations face many challenges that hinder
their activation, the most significant of which are: the dominance of
the positivist approach in educational studies and research, the
prevalence of the authoritarian educational model, the prevalence of
indoctrination and the absence of critical thinking, the weakness of
the critical vision in education foundations research and studies, and
the lack of an educational philosophy guiding research and studies
in the field of education foundations. Moreover, there are other
challenges such as: The confusion between theoretical and applied
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research, the problem of theory and practice in the education
foundations, the weakness of academic freedom for research and
researchers in the education foundations, the loss of the true identity
of the specialization of the education foundations, the weakness of
the scientific and social return of research in the education
foundations, the weakness of the scientific preparation and
formation of researchers in the education foundations, the lack of
research maps in the departments of education foundations at the
Egyptian universities. The research proposed a set of mechanisms
that may contribute to facing the challenges of activating critical
studies in the field of education foundations.

Keywords: Challenges, Critical Studies, the Field of Education
Foundations, and the Research Methods of Education Foundations.
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