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Representations of the Hero and Their
Transformations:
A Semiotic Study in Three Human Models from
the Poetry of Amal Dunqul

Abstract:

This study examines the representations of the hero and its
transformations in three human models from the poetry of
Amal Dunqul: Spartacus, Antarah, and Noah’s son. The
study adopts a semiotic approach in analyzing literary texts,
tracing the shifts imposed by the poetic text on the hero’s
representations in its pre-textual discourse to project it onto
the political and social reality. Through these poems, Dunqul
employs these human models—two of which (Spartacus and
Antarah) embody heroic traits due to their symbolic status in
pre-literary discourse, while the third (Noah’s son) acquires
these traits through poetic symbolism within the text, shaped
by the poet’s modifications.

In these poems, Amal Dunqul engages not only with the
discourses of his heroes (human history, Arab nationalist
ideology, and sacred religious narratives) but also with
mythological discourse (both Greek and Arab). As usual, his
text targets the political reality, using these models not
merely for projection but to expose and incite action against
it. The study’s corpus represents a poetic model of the hero’s
presence in modern poetry, as well as a significant example
of the poetic and socio-political commitments of the Egyptian
poet Amal Dunqul.

Keywords:
Hero, Semiotics, Amal Dunqul, Hero's Representations,
Semiotic Analysis.
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